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METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR
GENERATING DIFFERENTIAL GLOSS
IMAGE BY PRE-HEATING MARKING
MATERIAL ON A SUBSTRATE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is related to co-pending U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/462,485 titled “METHODS AND APPA-
RATUS FOR GENERATING DIFFERENTIAL GLOSS
IMAGE USING LASER ENERGY,” the disclosure of which
is incorporated by reference herein in its entirety, and co-
pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/539,421 titled
“METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR GENERATING DIF-
FERENTIAL GLOSS IMAGE USEFUL FOR DIGITAL
PRINTING,” the disclosure of which is incorporated by ref-
erence herein in its entirety

FIELD OF DISCLOSURE

The disclosure relates to methods and systems for produc-
ing differential gloss images. In particular, the disclosure
relates to methods and systems for producing images on
pre-heated marking material fixed to a substrate.

BACKGROUND

Gloss is an image or substrate attribute that describes how
much specular reflection is observed from a surface of a
substrate. Specular reflection is the mirror-like reflection of
light from a surface, in which light from a single incoming
direction is reflected in a single outgoing direction. Because
the surface of the substrate is not always perfectly flat, the
light reflected from the surface of the substrate is not similar
to what would generally be reflected from a mirror. When a
surface of a substrate is rough, the percentage of the light that
is reflected as specular reflection is less. In general, the
rougher the surface, the lesser the chance of the reflected light
is going to travel in the direction of the specular reflection. By
varying the roughness of the surface, different types of fin-
ishes may be achieved.

Generating a differential gloss image using a laser glossing
imager to overlay a gloss image on an existing printed image
is limited by print speed and image contrast. For example, a
toner or ink image that absorbs laser energy from a laser
glossing imager is pulse-heated to a temperature above the
melting point of the toner or ink for short period of time.
Typical laser imagers used for ink-based digital printing, for
example, have power capabilities that are barely sufficient to
produce differential gloss images at half of a speed of print-
ing, e.g., the toner or ink image on which the gloss image is to
be printed.

SUMMARY

Methods and apparatus for creating an image by applying
energy to marking material on a substrate are disclosed in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/462,485 titled “METH-
ODS AND APPARATUS FOR GENERATING DIFFEREN-
TIAL GLOSS IMAGE USING LASER ENERGY.” Methods
and systems for creating high contrast gloss images by apply-
ing energy to marking material on a substrate art improved
print speeds are desired.

In an embodiment, systems for generating a differential
gloss image useful for digital printing may include a pre-
heating system configured to heat marking material on a
substrate; and an imaging device configured to expose the
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pre-heated marking material to radiation. Systems may
include the imaging device having a laser glossing imager.
The laser glossing imager may be configured to extend a full
width of a printed image such as a toner image transported by
amedia pathway. Alternatively, the laser glossing imager may
extend a partial width of a printed image transported by a
media pathway.

In an embodiment, systems may include the pre-heating
system having a heating device configured to heat marking
material to a temperature above room temperature. For
example, the heating device may be configured to heat the
marking material by way of convection heating.

In an embodiment, systems may include an image produc-
tion device configured to apply marking material to the sub-
strate before the substrate passes the imaging device, the
imaging device and the image production device being
arranged along a substrate transport pathway. The marking
material may comprise toner. Alternatively, the marking
material may comprise ink.

In an embodiment, the image production device may be a
xerographic marking engine. The heating device may include
components of a fixing assembly such as a fuser roll forming
a fusing nip for fixing a printed image to the substrate, the
fuser roll being a heated fuser roll configured to heat and fix
the toner to the substrate.

In an embodiment, methods of generating a gloss image
useful for digital printing may include heating a marking
material image on a substrate using a pre-heating system; and
causing an imaging device to expose at least a portion of the
marking material image to radiation. Methods may include
heating the marking material to a temperature above a room
temperature. In an embodiment, methods may include the
exposing including heating the marking material to a tem-
perature at or above a melting point of the marking material.

In an embodiment, the marking material may comprise
toner. Methods may include depositing toner on the substrate
before the pre-heating to form the printed image. The toner
may be deposited by a xerographic marking engine. In an
embodiment, the marking material may comprise ink. Meth-
ods may include jetting ink on the substrate to form the
marking material image using an inkjet printhead.

Exemplary embodiments are described herein. It is envi-
sioned, however, that any system that incorporates features of
apparatus and systems described herein are encompassed by
the scope and spirit of the exemplary embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a microscopic view of a gloss image overlaid
on a printed image using systems and methods for generating
a differential gloss image;

FIG. 2 shows a diagrammatical view of a system for gen-
erating a differential gloss image by pre-heating marking
material on a substrate before treating the marking material
with energy from a laser glossing imager;

FIG. 3 shows a diagrammatical view of a system for gen-
erating a differential gloss image by pre-heating marking
material on a substrate before treating the marking material
with energy from a laser glossing imager;

FIG. 4 shows methods for generating a differential gloss
image by pre-heating marking material on a substrate before
treating the marking material with energy from a laser gloss-
ing imager.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments are intended to cover all alterna-
tives, modifications, and equivalents as may be included
within the spirit and scope of the methods and systems as
described herein.
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Methods for enabling an image production device to gen-
erate differential gloss for a print may include exposing a
marking material of a printed image to radiation emitted by an
imaging device, such as a laser, to selectively cause one or
more portions of the marking material image to melt. The
marking material is disposed on a substrate that remains
substantially unaffected by the laser. Before exposing the
marking material to a laser emitted by the imaging device, the
marking material may be pre-heated by a heating device
configured to emit thermal energy for absorption by the mark-
ing material.

Systems may include an image production device having a
processor and an imaging device such as a laser or laser
glossing imager coupled to the processor. The image produc-
tion device, pre-heating device, imaging device or laser gloss-
ing imager, and/or processor may be coupled to a data source,
such as an external data source. The data source may be
remotely or locally disposed with respect to the image pro-
duction device. For example, the image production device
may also include a local user interface for controlling its
operations, although another source of image data and
instructions may include any number of computers to which
the printer is connected by way of a network. The image
production device may be any device that may be capable of
making image production documents (e.g., printed docu-
ments, copies, etc.) including a copier, a printer, a facsimile
device, and a multi-function device (MFD), for example. The
image production device may be a digital printing system
configured for printing with lithographic inks, for example.

The laser may be configured to emit radiation by way of a
concentrated beam to melt one or more portions of an ink or
toner image printed on a substrate, which remains substan-
tially unaffected by the radiation, to alter the surface ofthe ink
or toner image. Differential gloss images may be generated
on or over images printed with marking material such as hot
melt toner or ink. Any suitable marking material such as toner
or ink may be used, and printed images on which a gloss
image may be generated may be produced by xerographic,
liquid toner, or solid inkjet processes. The energy from the
laser applied to the surface of the one or more portions of, e.g.,
the toner image transforms the one or more portions from a
substantially flat surface to a rough surface. The one or more
portions of the toner image are selectively exposed to, for
example, a laser beam emitted by the laser glossing imager.

In related art systems, a substantial amount of laser energy
is used to increase a temperature of the marking material
image from a room temperature to a temperature at or above
a melting point of the marking material. This method limits,
however, the speed and image contrast of generated differen-
tial gloss images.

Embodiments of methods include pre-heating a printed
marking material image to a temperature above a room tem-
perature before exposing the marking material to radiation
emitted by an imaging device such as a laser glossing imager
configured for generating a differential gloss image. Embodi-
ments of systems may include a pre-heating device config-
ured to emit thermal radiation for heating marking material
printed on a substrate. The pre-heating device may be posi-
tioned along a media or substrate transport path at a position
preceding a laser glossing imager, with respect to a process
direction of the substrate.

The disclosed embodiments may include a computer-read-
able medium storing instructions for controlling an image
production device to generate a print having differential
gloss. The instructions may be configured to cause a heating
device to pre-heat marking material on a substrate, and/or an
imaging device such as a laser glossing imager to lase or heat
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select portions of a marking material image on a substrate to
melt the select portions of the marking material image, the
pigments of the toner, for example, absorbing the energy
emitted by the laser glossing imager.

The image production device may include an image pro-
duction section and a gloss image creation section. When a
printed sheet is processed by the image production section, it
may then be moved to the gloss image creation section. A
pre-heating device may be included in the image production
section or the gloss image creation section. In an embodi-
ment, a laser glossing imager may be used in the gloss image
section to act upon a primary image that has contrast in color
or density, to superimpose a secondary image with distinct
contrast in gloss. Before laser imaging, the marking material
may be pre-heated to a temperature that enables the laser
glossing imager to quickly reach a temperature at or above the
melting point of the marking material fixed to the substrate.
The printed sheet with both a primary color/density image
and a secondary gloss image thereon may then be moved to an
output section, where it may be collated, stapled, folded, etc.,
with other media sheets in manners familiar in the art.

The image production device may include a bus, a proces-
sor, a memory, a read only memory (ROM), pre-heating
device, an imaging device such as a laser glossing imager, a
cooling section, a feeder section, an output section, a digital
front end including, for example, a user interface, a commu-
nication interface, an image production section, and a scan-
ner. The bus may permit communication among the compo-
nents of the image production device. The digital front end
may be remotely located with respect to the imaging device
and/or processor, for example, and may be configured for
communicating by wired or wireless connections with com-
ponents of the image production device.

The processor may include at least one conventional pro-
cessor or microprocessor that interprets and executes instruc-
tions. The memory may be a random access memory (RAM)
or another type of dynamic storage device that stores infor-
mation and instructions for execution by a processor. The
memory may also include a read-only memory (ROM) which
may include a conventional ROM device or another type of
static storage device that stores static information and instruc-
tions for the processor.

The communication interface may include any mechanism
that facilitates network communication. For example, a com-
munication interface may include a modem. Alternatively,
communication interface may include other mechanisms for
assisting in communications with other devices and/or sys-
tems.

ROM may include a conventional ROM device or another
type of static storage device that stores static information and
instructions for the processor. A storage device may augment
the ROM and may include any type of storage media, such as,
for example, magnetic or optical recording media and its
corresponding drive.

The user interface may include one or more conventional
mechanisms that permit a user to input information to and
interact with the image production device, such as a key-
board, a display, a mouse, a pen, a voice recognition device,
touchpad, buttons, etc., for example. The output section may
include one or more conventional mechanisms that output
image production documents to the user, including output
trays, output paths, finishing section, etc., for example. The
image production section may include an image printing and/
or copying section, a scanner, a fuser, etc., for example.

The imaging device may be a laser glossing imager. The
laser glossing imager may include a high power laser source
to provide sufficient laser energy to cause an ink or toner
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image to melt. For this purpose, the laser glossing imager may
serve as a heating device. For example, the laser glossing
imager may be used to output the laser power in a certain
pattern. This may cause different levels of roughness on the
toner image, and therefore may affect a gloss appearance. The
laser glossing imager may be a separate module, or may be
implemented as part of another module or component of the
image production device.

A cooling section may be configured to cool the toner
image after the one or more portions of the toner image begin
to melt. Although the cooling section is described herein as a
separate module, it may be that the cooling section may be
implemented as part of another module or component of the
image production device. For some embodiments, the cool-
ing section may be optional because the cooling may occur
naturally as the heat diffuses away quickly from the local
heating spot.

The image production device may perform such functions
in response to processor by executing sequences of instruc-
tions contained in a computer-readable medium, such as, for
example, memory. Such instructions may be read into
memory from another computer-readable medium, such as a
storage device or from a separate device by way of a commu-
nication interface.

Although not required, the disclosure will be described, at
least in part, in the general context of computer-executable
instructions, such as program modules, being executed by the
image production device, such as a communication server,
communications switch, communications router, or general
purpose computer, for example.

Generally, program modules include routine programs,
objects, components, data structures, etc. that performs par-
ticular tasks or implement particular abstract data types.
Moreover, those skilled in the art will appreciate that other
embodiments of the disclosure may be practiced in commu-
nication network environments with many types of commu-
nication equipment and computer system configurations,
including personal computers, hand-held devices, multi-pro-
cessor systems, microprocessor-based or programmable con-
sumer electronics, and the like.

Methods and system are useful for generating an image on
a printed image. The image may comprise marking material
such as toner or ink on a substrate such as a paper sheet. The
substrate may be flexible (e.g., paper, transparency, etc.) The
toner image may be a film of certain thickness (e.g., five
microns), and may include embedded pigments. The pig-
ments may absorb the laser power, and may reach a high
temperature causing the toner image to melt. The substrate
may serve as a heat sink that cools down the toner image. The
cooling of the toner may also be performed by the cooling
section.

Prior to generating a differential gloss image on the toner
image, the toner image may have uniform gloss. For example,
the material (or combination of the substrate and the toner
image) may be a print. For photography or print applications,
the common finishes desirable by consumers are glossy finish
and matte finish.

In general, differential gloss refers to a glossy finish that
may be achieved by providing a contrast of more glossy areas
and less glossy areas. For example, surfaces with greater
roughness will typically be less glossy. By modulating the
surface roughness in an image-wise fashion, an image with
distinct gloss contrast can be created. For some embodiments,
the imaging device, e.g., a laser glossing imager may be used
to concentrate energy onto certain areas of an ink or toner
image. The laser may output short pulses of radiation having
apower high enough to cause the toner to melt. A pre-heating
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device and process may cause the toner to melt more quickly
when subsequently exposed to energy emitted by the laser
glossing imager. This may cause the surface of the ink or toner
image to change. Such surface change affects an image gloss,
and depending on an initial state of toner or ink material and
anamount of laser exposure, a gloss of an image may increase
or decrease based on a surface change of the ink or toner. For
example, a black patch of a print may have a substantial
uniform gloss. When the laser glossing imager is applied to
selected areas of the black patch, the ink of the areas that are
exposed to the laser may become rougher or smoother
because of melting and subsequent solidification. The areas
of the black patch that are not exposed to the laser may
maintain the original gloss. As a result of applying the laser
from the laser glossing imager, there may be an image that can
be seen as having differential gloss on top of the original
printed image. The image on top of the original image may be
independent of the underlying original image, and it may be
adjusted by varying the laser pattern from the laser glossing
imager. It should be noticed that the substrate may remain
substantially the same with minimal or no impact caused by
the laser from the laser glossing imager.

For some embodiments, the power of the laser energy from
the laser glossing imager may only be sufficient enough to
cause melting of the toner image but may not be too much
more to avoid evaporation or ablation of the toner image or the
substrate. For example, the energy requirements may be ~1
kW/cm2 (100~10000 W/cm2) for power density, and ~1
J/em2 (0.1~10 J/em2) for energy density. This is different
from the laser energy typically associated with laser ablation/
engraving techniques where the laser energy is strong enough
to beused in etching application ot hard materials (e.g., stone,
ceramic, etc.). For example, the typical laser energy require-
ments for laser ablation/engraving may be 1~100 MW/cm2
for power density, and 1~100 J/cm?2 for energy density, where
MW is Mega Watts. In addition, the laser ablation/engraving
techniques may cause evaporation or removal of the material,
whereas there is minimal or no evaporation or removal of the
material caused by the embodiments of the present invention.

An imaging device such as a laser glossing imager may be
applied using a combination of a beam and a x-y table. Alter-
natively, a line exposure of laser may be created in one direc-
tion while the substrate may travel in a different direction
such as, for example, a direction perpendicular to a toner
image and substrate process direction.

The pre-heating device may be used to preheat marking
materials such as ink or toner on a substrate before the sub-
strate arrives at an imaging device such as a laser glossing
imager for laser treatment. Preheating may improve system
performance by enhancing image contrast and enabling
higher print speeds. Print speed and image contrast may be
significantly improved over differential gloss image printing
systems that they do notuse a pre-heating device. Pre-heating
can be implemented with many conventional methods of
heating including roll heating, convention heating, radiation
heating, oven heating, etc. In an embodiment, laser imaging
may be carried out on a toner image immediately after fusing
the toner image at a fusing station. Fusing station may include
a heated fuser roll, which may serve to pre-heat the toner on
the toner image before the toner image arrives at a differential
gloss imaging device such as a laser glossing imager.

Images made of hot melt resin such as toner and hot melt
ink can be re-melted when subject to high temperatures. Laser
pulse re-heat provides unique re-heating characteristics. For
example, heat is delivered by the laser pulse in a very short
time, e.g., n microseconds to about one millisecond. The
heating is very localized. Heat may be applied to only small
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regions that absorb the laser power, such as individual toner
particles or pigments. Cooling may be very fast, a matter of
milliseconds, because heating pulse is short, and the heat may
only be delivered to the laser absorbing ink/toner.

When images are subject to laser re-heating, the image
surface develops roughness characteristics that are different
from image surfaces that have gone through regular image
fusing/curing/solidification processes including slow and
uniform heating wherein a surface is subject to pressure con-
tact during heating and cooling. These distinct surface rough-
ness characteristics result in a strong gloss contrast or a dif-
ferential gloss image.

FIG. 1 shows a microscopic view of a differential gloss
image produced by systems and methods. To produce the
differential gloss image shown on FIG. 1, 90% black halftone
patches printed by Xerox iGen3 printer at 1701 DPI is used.
A laser glossing imager produced a Xerox logo at 600 dpi
over the printed image at 20 centimeters per second. In par-
ticular, FIG. 1 shows a differential gloss image 100 having a
lighter region 105. The lighter region 105 has been exposed to
ahigh power laser and has a roughness scale of a few microns.
The image is a shown as a scattering view and therefore the
laser exposed region appears lighter, which implies a lower
gloss. The darker region 107 has not been exposed to the high
power laser. Depending on an initial state of the ink or toner
material and an amount of laser exposure, it has also been
found that the laser exposed region may achieve higher gloss
than untreated regions.

When producing a differential gloss image, a substantial
amount of laser energy is used to raise the temperature of the
toner or ink image from a room temperature to a melting
point. This can be an ineffective way to use laser power, and
limits print speed and image contrast of differential gloss
images.

A pre-heating device may be a conventional heating device
and may be used to raise the temperature of a toner or ink
image above a room temperature, for example, and/or closeto
a melting point before a laser glossing imager is used to
increase the temperature of the toner or ink to a temperature at
or above the melting point. Accordingly laser power may be
conserved, and pre-heating may enable improved system
speed, image quality, and laser glossing imager life span.

Pre-heating may be implemented with many conventional
heating methods including roll heating, convection heating,
radiation heating, oven heating, flash heating, etc. In a stand-
alone system, a pre-heating subsystem may be located priorto
a laser glossing imager. For example, FIG. 2 shows a system
in accordance with an embodiment. In particular, FIG. 2
shows a differential gloss image printing system including a
pre-heating device. FIG. 2 shows substrate 201 that is trans-
ported to a pre-heat device 205, and then to a laser glossing
imager 207 for laser treatment. Substrate 201 is transported in
aprocess direction and corresponds to a direction of the arrow
A. At the pre-heating device 205, toner or ink affixed to a
surface of the substrate 201 may be heated to a temperature
above, for example, room temperature. After pre-heating the
toner or ink image at the pre-heating device 205, a substrate
201 may be transported to the laser glossing imager 207. The
laser glossing imager 207 may be configured to a laser beam
in a direction corresponding to the arrow B to heat the pre-
heated ink or toner to a temperature at or above a melting
point of the ink or toner.

FIG. 3 shows an embodiment of a differential gloss image
printing system. System 300 includes an image production
device having a xerographic marking engine and a fuser. In
particular, the system 300 includes a substrate 301 that is
transported from a xerographic marking engine to a fuser 305.
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The substrate 301 may include marking material deposited
by the xerographic marking engine, and may be transported in
the direction corresponding to the arrow A to the fuser 305 for
fusing the toner image to the substrate 301. The fuser 305 may
include a heated fuser roll, and the fuser 305 may be config-
ured to apply heat and pressure for fixing the toner to the
substrate 301 to produce a toner image. The toner image on
the substrate 301 may be transported in a process direction
corresponding to the arrow A to a laser glossing imager 307.

The laser glossing imager 307 may be configured to emit a
laser beam in a direction corresponding to the arrow B for
laser treatment of the toner image on the substrate 301. The
toner image on the substrate 301 is pre-heated by the heated
fuser roll of the fuser 305 to a temperature, for example, above
aroom temperature. The laser glossing imager 307 is config-
ured to heat the pre-heated toner of the toner image to a
temperature at or above a melting point of the toner.

Example

A black patch of toner was used for a print test. That test
was run using 25 A of laser current, and a print speed of 25
centimeters per second. A differential gloss image or a laser
gloss image was not visible. In a second print run, convection
heating was used to warm the toner image to about 70° C.
prior to applying laser energy to the toner image. After apply-
ing laser energy to the toner of the black patch toner image, a
desired gloss image was visible. Pre-heating may improve
print speeds by 30% relative to differential gloss image print-
ing systems that require a laser device to heat toner from a
temperature at or below room temperature to a temperature at
or above a melting point of the toner. Differential gloss image
printing methods in accordance with embodiments may
include a step of pre-heating a toner or ink toner or ink image
before laser treating the toner to produce a gloss image. FI1G.
4 shows a method of producing a differential gloss image on
a printed image in accordance with an embodiment. In par-
ticular, FIG. 4 shows a differential gloss image printing
method 400. The method 400 includes transporting a toner or
ink image on a substrate to a pre-heating device such as a
heated fuser roll of a fuser configured to fix the toner to the
substrate at S403. For example, toner may be applied to
substrate by a xerographic marking engine to produce a toner
image on the substrate. The toner image may be fixed to the
substrate using heat and pressure by the fuser.

A heated fuser roll of the fuser may be used for pre-heating
the toner on the substrate at S405. The pre-heating increases
the toner temperature to a temperature above a room tempera-
ture, and/or near a melting point of the toner or ink.

The pre-heated toner on the substrate may be transported to
a laser glossing imager at S407. The laser glossing imager
may be configured to emit a laser beam for laser treating the
toner on the substrate. The laser glossing imager may be
configured to selectively treat portions of the toner image for
generating a differential gloss image on the fixed and pre-
heated toner image.

Methods may include causing the laser glossing imager to
emit light or a laser beam for irradiating select portions of the
toner to produce a differential gloss image on the toner at
S411.

Embodiments as disclosed herein may also include com-
puter-readable media for carrying or having computer-ex-
ecutable instructions or data structures stored thereon. Such
computer-readable media can be any available media that can
be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose com-
puter. By way of example, and not limitation, such computer-
readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-
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ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium which
can be used to carry or store desired program code means in
the form of computer-executable instructions or data struc-
tures. When information is transferred or provided over a
network or another communications connection (either hard-
wired, wireless, or combination thereof) to a computer, the
computer properly views the connection as a computer-read-
able medium. Thus, any such connection is properly termed a
computer-readable medium. Combinations of the above
should also be included within the scope of the computer-
readable media.

Computer-executable instructions include, for example,
instructions and data which cause a general purpose com-
puter, special purpose computer, or special purpose process-
ing device to perform a certain function or group of functions.
Computer-executable instructions also include program
modules that are executed by computers in stand-alone or
network environments. Generally, program modules include
routines, programs, objects, components, and data structures,
and the like that perform particular tasks or implement par-
ticular abstract data types. Computer-executable instructions,
associated data structures, and program modules represent
examples of the program code means for executing steps of
the methods disclosed herein. The particular sequence of such
executable instructions or associated data structures repre-
sents examples of corresponding acts for implementing the
functions described therein.

It will be appreciated that various of the above-disclosed
and other features and functions, or alternatives thereof, may
be desirably combined into many other different systems or
applications. Also, various presently unforeseen or unantici-
pated alternatives, modifications, variations or improvements
therein may be subsequently made by those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:
1. A system for generating a differential gloss image useful
for digital printing, comprising:

apre-heating system configured to pre-heat marking mate-
rial on a substrate, the pre-heating system being a fuser
that fuses the marking material to the substrate, the fuser
pre-heating the marking material to a temperature above
room temperature and near a melting point of the mark-
ing material; and

an imaging device configured to perform an imaging func-
tion by exposing a first portion of the fused pre-heated
marking material to radiation at a higher power level
than a second portion of the fused pre-heated marking
material to create a first gloss level on the first portion
and a second gloss level on the second portion,

wherein the first gloss level and the second gloss level are
different gloss levels,

the fuser performs the pre-heating at a nip between two
rolls, and

the imaging device performs the imaging function after the
fused marking material leaves the fuser.

2. The system of claim 1, the imaging device further com-

prising a laser glossing imager.
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3. The system of claim 2, the laser glossing imager extend-
ing a full width of a printed image transported by a media
pathway.

4. The system of claim 2, the laser glossing imager extend-
ing a partial width of a printed image transported by a media
pathway.

5. The system of claim 1, further comprising an image
production device configured to apply marking material to the
substrate before the substrate passes the imaging device, the
imaging device and the image production device being
arranged along a substrate transport pathway.

6. The system of claim 5, the marking material comprising
toner.

7. The system of claim 5, the marking material comprising
ink.

8. The system of claim 5, the image production device
comprising a xerographic marking engine.

9. A method of generating a gloss image useful for digital
printing, comprising:

pre-heating a marking material image on a substrate using

a pre-heating system, the pre-heating system being a
fuser that fuses the marking material to the substrate, the
fuser pre-heating the marking material to a temperature
above room temperature and near a melting point of the
marking material; and

causing an imaging device to perform an imaging function

by exposing a first portion of the fused pre-heated mark-
ing material to radiation at a higher power level than a
second portion of the fused pre-heated marking material
to create a first gloss level on the first portion and a
second gloss level on the second portion,

wherein the first gloss level and the second gloss level are

different gloss levels,

the pre-heating takes place at a nip between two rolls of the

fuser, and

the imaging function is performed after the fused marking

material leaves the fuser.

10. The method of claim 9, the exposing further comprising
heating the marking material to a temperature at or above a
melting point of the marking material.

11. The method of claim 10, the marking material compris-
ing toner.

12. The method of claim 10, the marking material compris-
ing ink.

13. The method of claim 11, further comprising depositing
toner on the substrate before the pre-heating to form the
printed image.

14. The method of claim 11, the toner being deposited by a
xerographic marking engine.

15. The method of claim 10, the marking material compris-
ing ink.

16. The method of claim 10, further comprising jetting ink
on the substrate to form the marking material image using an
inkjet printhead.

17. The method of claim 9, wherein the pre-heating takes
place entirely in the nip.

18. The system of claim 1, wherein the pre-heating takes
place entirely in the nip.
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